History A
020130
Sophie Ankarcrona


Neil Ormerod

SS 2:2


Emanuel Swedenborg

1688-1772

Emanuel Swedenborg was a wellknown and respected scientist, inventor, civil servant and philosopher in the eighteenth century. He was born in Stockholm on the 29th of January 1688, as the son of the Lutheran clergyman (later the Bishop of Skara) and professor of Theology Jesper Swedberg and his wife Sara Behm. Emanuel Swedenborg grew up in a home filled with political, philosophical, intellectual and moral dialogue. At the age of twenty-two (1710),  Swedenborg had finished his education at the University of  Uppsala, and he began to travel. As the true Enlightenment person he was, Swedenborg was very educated. During his time in England and Holland, he studied many different subjects, for example: physics, astronomy, mathematics, anatomy, physiology, economics, metallurgy, mineralogy, geology, chemistry, bookbinding, lensmaking and watchmaking, he studied Newton’s thoughts and a lot more. That is quite a list! 

In 1715, he introduced a periodical journal which he called Daedalus Hyperboreus, and it was dedicated to a scientific inquiry. He wrote it because he thought that there was a lack of knowledge in Sweden compared to the other European countries, and he saw Daedalus Hyperboreus as a way to stimulate the development. The articles covered a wide range of different topics, including salt making, mine machinery but also some of his different inventions and ideas; a flying machine, a submarine, a vacuumpump, a waterlock system, automatic fire arms and a universal musical instrument! Swedenborg wanted to encourage the interest of the general public in matters such as mechanics and manufacturing, and a journal was the most effective way to reach out. Swedenborg believed that this would lead to a strengthened national economy, and that was exactly what Sweden needed. King Karl XII became very impressed by his work and made him Assessor in the Royal Collage of Mines, the most important industry in Sweden during that time. In 1719 he was ennobled and received the name Swedenborg. 

Meanwhile he was having his career with the Daedalus, he worked as an engineer doing a variety of mechanical inventions and various military projects on direction of the king. He also wrote several books, and published three of them in Holland. Swedenborgs career goes on, and he gains more power and knowledge; but when he is fifty-three years old (1741) he starts to see mystical “Christ visions”. Now, he had arrived to a special insight and understood that he had been called to a new career, to serve God as his spiritual relevator.

He studied the Bible the rest of his life and wrote several works intending to explain the hidden , inner meaning of it, as well as the rest of the spiritual world. This resulted in the works such as Arcana Coelestia (A Disclosue of the Heavenly Depths in Sacred Scripture or the Word of the Lord.) consisting of 8 volumes in Latin. During his last 25 years he has daily “waking visions” of the spiritual world and he wrote many theological works. His resulting book, The Apocalypse Explained was never finished. Emanuel Swedenborg died in 1772. 

The life of Emanuel Swedenborg was remarkable, especially for his productivity. His works and teachings are still in use today, mostly by The New Church, a church based on his works and ideas. But as the enlightenment thinker he was, he was never content with his achievements and understandings. Instead he struggled deeper and tried to understand more. His goal was to understand everything in the universe, as many other important thinkers of the Enlightenment period. 

